2018 Year IN REVIEW

Our mission is to engage people with God’s Word by
empowering partners with innovative programs.

For the Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow,
and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart
- (Hebrews 4:12) -

This past year, our team progressed further, our partners
believed with us for greater, and God’s Word reached
more children than we could have ever imagined.

Join us
as we give an account
to the incredible things that
God did through the ministry of

New Heights in 2018.

OUR TEAM
With our headquarters in Beirut, our team is
made up of young men and women who
reflect our ministry setting.
Collectively, our team members represent
the countries of Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon
Palestine and Syria.
This quality is a strength for our team, as we
have an inherent capacity to understand
our ministry context. It also equips us with the
knowledge to know how to customize our
ministry expressions relative to the country,
people or age group that we are working
with.

2018 New Heights Team

Our Team Headquarters
Owing to the relative peace that presently exists in Lebanon, our ministry location
provides us with an ideal environment to minister to many in the
Middle East North African (MENA) region.
Last year alone, we had
the incredible opportunity to share God’s Word
directly
and
through
our partners with more
than 1.2 million children

with an estimated 35% from
non-Christian
backgrounds.
An impossible opportunity that
was made possible only by
God’s grace.

Team Additions

In 2018 we welcomed a few

NEW MEMBERS TO THE TEAM,
enabling us to dig deeper in our work and giving
us a greater capacity to achieve our goals.

Team Additions Testimony
For the last couple of years, I had this feeling that
there was something more than just working and
being successful. God opened a door and provided
me with the opportunity to join New Heights. Today
it’s totally clear to me that God had been preparing
me for this place, and it’s so exciting to be able to
serve Him in an environment that is in line with my
passions. I’m looking forward to all that the future
has in store for me here!

Salem Elagha|Operations Manager

As a team our collective
2018 work resulted in many
innovative programs to reach
children with God’s Word!

Team Growth
Throughout the year, our team met regularly for times of
devotion, Bible study, and staff retreats.
These times of sanctuary were crucial – they gave us space to
dream, maintained our unity as a team, and kept our hearts
open to the Spirit’s leading.
It was last fall that we gathered together as a team over 3 days
in September for a staff retreat. There, we spent considerable
time reflecting on our mission and vision.
The occasion did much for each of us, and helped to instill a
greater passion and focus in our work.

TEAM RETREAT TESTIMONY
At one point, we were given an exercise where
we had to read a [Scripture] passage, and come
up with related questions to ask children.
We read the passage where Jesus taught about
forgiveness. To be able to do this, I had to read
it so many times, and I remember how deeply I
looked into it, just to come up with a few questions; I practically memorized it!
This taught me how much you can get from a short
biblical story. You can learn from every verse, no
matter how short it is. I realized that if I was going
to teach children anything, I had to learn more. I
saw just how much we can learn and grow from
a small story.

Sarah Saba|Ministry Field Coordinator

OUR PARTNERS
All that we were able to accomplish in 2018 was made possible because of the incredible
partners that we work alongside of.
Our partners span across a variety of categories – NGOs, schools, and local churches to
name a few – with each supporting us according to their expertise.
The generous support entrusted to us from our partners allowed our mission to transpire –

funding 95% of our work for the year!
It was because of this belief in what God is doing that we were able to work in 8 different
countries across the MENA region, and accomplish much for the Kingdom.

IMES Partnership Highlight
Last year, we partnered with IMES (Institute for Middle East Studies) to
launch a drama production in collaboration with their Khebz w Meleh
initiative.
Translated to “Bread and Salt”, this program brings together Christian
and Muslim youth to share meals, openly discuss faith, and take
action for the common good of the local community.
The drama production is a 40-minute interactive play that educates youth on the importance of
dialogue and loving one’s neighbor even when that neighbor does not look like, talk, or act the same
as you.

The play explores a society whose city is comprised of
two communities that live completely separate from
one each other.
Yet, an accidental turn of events brings them
face-to-face with one another and their differences.
The play was performed in eight schools around
Lebanon, to an audience comprised of children ages
13-17 years old across Christian and Muslim religious
backgrounds.

Following the play, a four-session media
workshop was run, designed to teach children
how to express divergent thoughts and opinions
peaceably on topics related to the play’s
theme through the medium of film.
In the last year, we performed this play to 8 different audiences, which was an incredible start
for us, and we are looking forward to how this
program will grow in the coming years!

OUR WORK
Last year, our ministry :
Launched 2 new curriculums
Added 2 new sections to our digital outreach platform
Distributed over 917,412 Gospel-message books
Trained 7 interns
Equipped 114 ministry leaders
Partnered with 67 centers (churches, schools,municipalities and orphanages)

All to ensure that the mission succeeded.

Our Work with Refugees
More than ever, our work with Syrian refugees remains
a focal point for us.
In 2018, there were an estimated 1.5 million Syrian
refugees in Lebanon, a country whose total
population is four million – that’s 1 refugee for every
4 Lebanese nationals.
Amidst the countless burdens that they face in this
increasingly dire situation, Syrian refugees have been
left with little hope for their future, let alone the next
day.
In partnership with Calvary Chapel Fort Lauderdale
and Grain of Wheat International, our continued work
within the refugee camps has made a real difference
in the lives and hearts of the Syrian people.

The Made Clean Initiative – our mercy ministry that
provides laundry services to Syrian refugees while
running a Gospel-centered children’s program –

allowed us to engage with 9,066 children while
assisting 1,872 families with a total of 7,132 loads
of laundry last year.
The highlight of our program is the short film Not Alone,
that tells the story of a Syrian refugee family who has
endured significant tragedy but also discovers great
hope.
The film is shown to the children every time we do this
program and exists as an inroad for us to begin Gospel
conversations with those whom we interact with, many
of whom have never been exposed to a Christian
message before.

Tahani’s Testimony
One day, our team headed out to run one of our programs in a refugee
camp in the Bekaa Valley. When we started the program, a young girl
named Tahani suddenly went into the tent that we were in, and started
to teach the other children a song about Jesus, along with the actions
that go with it!
After the program finished, we decided to sit with Tahani, and learned
she was from a non-Christian background. She was from a poor family
and her difficult circumstances did not allow her to attend a school, so
instead she lived in the camp. When we asked her how she knew the
song about Jesus and was able to teach it so boldly, Tahani told us that
she knew the song from one of our summer camps that she had been to
previously.
Since then, she had memorized the song and loved it so much!
Tahani told us that she would never forget what she had learned about
Jesus. She even had the courage to talk about Jesus and all that she
remembered from the summer camp in the presence of her parents,
even though she lived in a very conservative Islamic community.

Our Work in the Digital Space
One of our biggest wins for the 2018 year was the progress we
made in the digital world.
More than ever, we are positioning our work and resources into
digital programs to overcome government restrictions and
security concerns, and we’re seeing God-sized results from it.
This pivot is already opening doors to new partnerships for us, and
generating great momentum for the future of our ministry work.

Our Work with Interns
Over the past 5 summers and counting, we’ve
had the privilege to host and train rising young
leaders from all over the world through our
internship program. Our interns have come from
as close as Egypt and as far as California; all
with a desire to learn.
Through our program, they learn more about
themselves personally and professionally, apply
their ministry passion through serving others, and
ultimately, discover God in new ground.
This past year, we had 7 interns join our team for
a duration of 8 weeks, working alongside our our
5 summer camps and various VBS programs.

2018 New Heights Cultivate Interns

Our Work Performed
Through the art of story and song, we traveled to 48 venues – schools,
churches, and centers – to perform 80 plays to 11,149 students last year.
Here, we utilized our two plays, The Greatest Story and A Christmas
Journey, to bring spiritual learning to life in practical and engaging ways.

The Greatest Story shares a variety of stories found
throughout the Bible, beginning with creation and
culminating in “the greatest story”, the story of
Jesus’ death and resurrection and its significance
for our own lives.

In A Christmas Journey, Lina travels through the
story of Christmas, meeting wise men, shepherds
and stars, to learn what the birth of Jesus means
and that, whatever happens, God is with her.

Our 2018 Performances

Our Work in Summer Camps
During the summer, we had the privilege of running five summer camp programs that engaged a total of

165 kids and 77 youth leaders from all over Lebanon!

These children and youth came from diverse backgrounds ethically, culturally, and even religiously. We partnered
with multiple local Christian congregations (Evangelical and Catholic) in order to facilitate these camps where

we would teach the children Scripture as well as biblical principles, character traits, and other relatable topics
from the story of Daniel.
In this space, the children were also able to ask questions that had been on their mind while we went through the
story, like: “IF DANIEL DID NOT CHOOSE TO BE CLOSE TO GOD ,WOULD GOD STILL LOVE HIM?” and, “HOW DOES GOD
SPEAK TO US?”. Our team members were able to discuss these questions with the children, and later pray with
them.

Noora’s Testimony
At one of the camps, all of the participating children and leaders
were of non-Christian background. As one of our staff reflected,“it
was very beautiful for us to share the Word of God in this context, and
see the particular blessings and fruit that resulted from the time”.
It was here that our team was able to have many faith discussions,
some of which led children to ask about Jesus’ death for their sins.
One girl, Noora, was sent by her parents to take care of her
eight-year-old brother. Initially, she had been upset about this, but
later told the leaders that she actually loved being a part of the camp
once she started participating in it. On the third day, she asked Jesus
to be the personal Savior of her life and we gave her a Bible of her
own!

As a result of our time within these camps, we witnessed
much fruit, and we are thankful for the opportunity each
year to invest in both the children and their leaders.

Year in Total
With God at the center, the tremendous amount of ministry work that we
were able to achieve last year was another step toward fulfilling our
vision to see each child become an agent of Hope –
a conviction that lies at the heart of everything we do.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you.
- (Matthew 28.19-20) -

2018 was our biggest year yet. We are beyond grateful for each and
every person that made this possible, and we look forward to what
the Lord will do in 2019!

