2019 Summer Newsletter

I press on toward the goal for the prize of
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 3:14

Looking back at our summer season of ministry, we are so encouraged with what God was able
to accomplish in just a few months! During this time, we were able to conduct another round of
our summer internship program, execute the various summer camp and VBS programs we have
diligently been planning for, and continue in the critical work of the Made Clean ministry! This season
also was the beginning of something new, as we held our first-ever New Heights ministry reception
to showcase our many ministry products and programs. Let’s dive in together to see all that God
was able to do this summer!

Summer Internship
After two months of service, we said goodbye
to our 2019 summer interns. This program is
all about helping today’s rising leaders to grow
personally and professionally, discovering God
through a new experience, and serve others.
We had a wonderful experience hosting them
in Beirut, and our ministry work was positively
impacted as a result of their efforts! While with
us, the interns’ time was comprised of three
parts – training, ministry engagement, and
team-building. For training, we held specialized events to equip them in key areas of our

ministry work. With ministry engagement, they
made local church, ministry and school program
visits, participated in our summer camp and VBS
programs, and even had a chance to visit our
Made Clean program! For team-building, we took
them on various fun activities, including historical biblical tours, city explorations, hiking adventures, and road trips, helping to foster meaningful
relationships together. In all, our 2019 interns
helped make it possible for us to reach our
summer ministry goals, and had an incredible
experience doing it!

“I met new people and made new friends. I broke my
paradigms. Learned about the culture and situation
here. Learned to trust God again. One of the things I
didn’t expect to learn but did learn was learning from
the kids. I learned how to have fun and play with kids
again and learned how every child is humble. I feel like
I have new energy for life, and new motivations to apply
new things in my life. This was the direct product of
living with the team, and being in a new place and
seeing new ways of living.”
– Steve, Summer 2019 New Heights Intern
We look forward to receiving new interns for the 2020 summer! If you or someone you know
is interested in applying, head over to the “Get Involved” section of our website located at

www.new-heights.me

SUMMER CAMPS + VBS CLUBS
Much of our summer ministry work was focused
on the summer camp and VBS programs that
we run in partnership with local church and
ministry organizations each year. These programs exist to engage children and youth from
diverse backgrounds ethnically, culturally and
religiously with Scripture, biblical principles,
characters, and other relatable topics. Simultaneously, these programs are also a way that
we build next generational leaders, as we train
local ministry leaders in each of these settings
for future program sustainability. This year, we

held two week-long camps, two day camps,
and two VBS programs. Half of these programs
were for the various Christian churches and ministries we are in partnership with, while the other half
concentrated on Muslim community engagement.
What’s incredible about all of these programs is
how we saw God work through them! Faith was
increased in those who already know Jesus, and
faith was stirred in the hearts of many who don’t
have a relationship with Jesus! We love that our
work can have an impact on every child and
youth, no matter where they are at!

One of the highlights from this time was when
our team member Anna shared a story from her
own childhood that related to the story of the
Cross. As she shared, all of the children were
captivated, listening intently to her. When she
finished, so many of the kids wanted to know
more about salvation and what it means that
Christ died on the Cross for our sins. It was an

incredible moment of discipleship, as Anna was
able to embed the Gospel deeper in the hearts
of these children, and an encouragement to our
team to see God’s Word have such an effect on
them. We are excited to see how God will grow
these programs through our partnerships next
year!

MADE CLEAN HIGHLIGHT
Our work through Made Clean continues to go on, with a
total of 57 camp programs completed to date! During
this season, we worked with another 12 camps to love on
the many families and children in these settlement camps
who are so desperately in need of encouragement, friendship, and the hope that comes from God. With these 12
camps specifically, the children present here don’t go to
school or have any activities planned for them during the
day. Made Clean is making a real change for these kids
to participate in something life-giving and add fun to their
circumstances! And it’s providing us with an opportunity
to talk about God with their parents, because they like our
program and are excited that we are providing their kids
with something to do during the day. We praise Him for
this ministry, and all the incredible ways that He is making
Himself known through it. We also realize the blessing and
honor it is to be within these settlement camps sharing the
Gospel with these people. Please pray with us as we continue in this work!

NEW HEIGHTS MINISTRY RECEPTION
Our first ever annual reception took place
this month! On September 18, we gathered
together with existing and new school partners
from the Beirut and Bekaa area to showcase
the many ministry programs and services we
offer, and confirm partnership bookings for the
2019-2020 school year. Held in Beirut, we
organized the event around two main parts –
first, interactive booths to display our leading
products and programs, and second, a seated
presentation to exhibit live trailers of our
drama performances that we will utilize during
this school year.
The results from this event exceeded our
expectations in every way! We were blown away

with the amount of people who showed up and
wanted to learn more about our work, and we
had an incredible time sharing with them all that
we do. Our interactive booths and presentation
helped to engage attendees with our work, and
allowed them to experience the importance of
these programs and products first-hand. At the
event’s end, we had each attendee take a card,
and fill out any program or performance they
were interested in, and after collecting them, we
are excited to share that many bookings have
been secured. We are so thankful to God for
allowing us to put on this event, and to witness
the fruit gathered from this endeavor!

STAFF RETREAT + TEAM RECRUITMENT
In early September, we met as a team for a time of retreat before diving into the upcoming ministry season. Over the course of two days, our time was spent in reflection, worship, learning and
play. We dug deep into what motivates the work we do, and the importance of biblical passion as
a driving force in our efforts. This time really helped to unify us as a team, and become spiritually
prepared for the ministry season ahead.

We also welcomed three new team members during this time! David Haddad has joined our office
staff as Digital Projects Coordinator, and Fauod Mrad and Chirine Abou Khalil are our newest
Drama team members! Staff recruitment is an important piece of our ministry work. With the right
people in place, our work and team are able to thrive!
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PARTNER WITH US IN PRAYER!

•

As a result of our efforts at the annual reception event, we are hoping to secure both performance and program bookings with school partners for the 2019-2020 school year. This
is both an opportunity to continue partnerships with current schools that we work in, as
well as develop fresh collaborations with schools that are new to New Heights. Please
pray that many would be interested and excited to join together with us in this work!

•

We are in the exciting process of creating an online discipleship program for Arabic online
seekers! This program aims to reach people right where they are at, utilizing the digital
space to pique their interest about God, and ultimately connect them with online Christian
missionaries who can help them learn more about the Christian faith. More information to
come about this program, but for now, please pray with us as we work to create a program
that would inspire and engage many in our region with a desire to know more about God!

•

As we head into our final ministry work quarter for the year, please pray for the
remaining book distributions that will take place alongside our programs ministering to Lebanese and Syrian children and youth. Many have yet to hear about the truth
and story of Jesus, and we are expectant for what God will do through these books!

•

We are currently working on two online ministry projects! The first is an online prayer
meeting platform that connects participants from around the MENA region in times of
prayer. The second is an online discipleship program that leads participants in weekly
group Bible study sessions. Please pray for both of these endeavors, as we seek to create
new and innovative ways to engage today’s generation with the power of God’s Word!

