2019 Fall Newsletter

The people walking in darkness have
seen a great light; on those living in
the land of deep darkness a light has
dawned.
Isaiah 9:2

As we enter a brand new year, we reflect on all that God has done in this winter season
and look forward expectantly to all that He will do. This season at New Heights has
been a little different from normal, but it was full of opportunities to bring God’s light
into the darkness. In the last quarter of 2019, we have launched new Digital programs,
continued with our vital Made Clean ministry work, and toured with drama programs in
the UAE and Syria. Thank you for partnering in this light-bringing work with us!

UAE Tour
October began with a tour in the United Arab
Emirates in partnership with Saltmine (a UK
based, Faith Motivated Arts organization).
Together, a team from Saltmine and New Heights
staff created and performed a Bible-based
program in English, full of sketches, object
lessons, clown performances, and songs.
We performed this program 18 times to a
total of 6,800 children in schools and
churches around the UAE. One of our
highlights from this time was while performing
the story of the prodigal son. The son from the

story always asked the audience before he
returned to his father, “do you think my Dad will
forgive me?”. In the churches where children were
familiar with this story, the overwhelming response was “Yes,” but in one school where children had not heard the story before, the overwhelming response was “No.” When the team
reached the part of the performance where
the father does indeed forgive the son and
welcome him home, there was an audible gasp
from the audience. It is such a privilege to share
the love of our Father with children.

The Situation in Lebanon
On October 17th, large scale street
demonstrations began in Lebanon, and
these protests have continued to this day.
The roads, banks, and schools are now
open
again,
but
the
situation remains very uncertain, both
politically and economically. As a result,

during November and December, while the
Made Clean work remained ongoing, we
chose to focus the rest of our efforts on our
digital work. Please pray for Lebanon, for
God’s Kingdom to come here. Please pray for
God’s guidance for us as we seek to do what
he has called us to do in these uncertain times.

MADE CLEAN HIGHLIGHT
We have now taken our Made Clean program
into 12 more camps, washing loads of laundry,
and running exciting programs for children.
One of those kids was a seven-year-old boy,
who, when we were reviewing our stories in the
last session, was arguing with other children to
get to be the one that answered. He then told
us all 11 of the Bible stories we’d taught over
our time in the camps, complete with every
detail.
Another child, a small boy with autism, who can

hardly speak, always rushes to the program when
he sees us coming. He joins in by trying to make
noises when he’s happy, and he loves to stand
next to us and try to help us.
It is a privilege to bring joy to children like these
and to tell them stories from God’s word. Pray
for us in this next season and pray for those in
the camps. The winter conditions are harsh;
please pray for those living in the camps. Pray for
provision for them and that we might be able to
continue to share God’s love with the children and
their parents.

Digital Work
The internet is an incredible tool that allows us
to speak to people about Jesus in countries
where this would typically be very difficult. One
of those people is Mona, who shared that she
was depressed and considering suicide. She
told us that nothing was going the way she
wanted it in her life. We had an answer for her:
“God has a beautiful plan for your life.”
She asked: “What do you know about God? Tell
me.”
We started to share with her about God and His
greatness, and about how much He loves her.
Mona told us that even when she is with her
friends, she does not feel happiness. We
listened to her and tried to help by sharing our

own experiences and stories. Her response to
this was surprising: “Enough of this; tell me about
Jesus.”
When we felt like she was reading what we were
sending and seemed interested to know about
God and Jesus, we shared with her the message
of the Gospel, and we answered her questions
about Christianity. We also shared with her some
Bible verses and asked if she was interested in
studying the Bible in a discipleship group. She
said, “Yes!”
We pray that God will reveal Himself to her,
and we will be following up with her discipleship
journey.

Online Training
We currently have 13 active students taking part in our free and easily accessible
online Sunday School Teachers’ Training. Each lesson contains teaching, practical application,
object lessons, and assignments to help Sunday School Teachers apply what they have learned
in their churches. We aim to reach many more children by equipping others across the Arab
World to teach the children around them.
http://www.linabnihayatahom.org/index.php?r=training%2Findex

Christmas Tour

This Christmas, our Syrian team, performed
a fun, festive play all about the nativity story
in churches around Syria. This show focuses
on a young girl named Lina, who goes on an
adventure into an advent calendar and meets
many characters from the Christmas story.
It is full of songs, interaction, and humor and
reminds us that Jesus traveled to earth to
be with us. One of the teams’ shows was in

the city of Daraa, which was where some of the
first demonstrations and violence of the Syrian
war started back in 2011. The city of Daraa has
witnessed a lot of fighting in the past years. We
thank the Lord for the opportunity to do ministry
there. They were able to bring the message of
Jesus, our God, Emmanuel with us, to 150
children in that city.

Team News

Two of our long term members of staff, Elie and Olivia, who have served with us faithfully for many
years, have moved to Egypt to work for New Heights there. We are grateful for their years of service
in Lebanon and are excited about all that they will do in Egypt.

Renovations

We are currently in the process of renovating our office space. We are updating the space and
creating more offices for our growing team and ministry. We are grateful for the way God is providing
for New Heights, both in staff and in resources.

PARTNER WITH US IN PRAYER!
•

As we write and rehearse the material for the Gulf Tour, please pray that it would be a blessing
to the children in the audience and that God would grow the seeds we have planted and will
plant.

•

Praise God for all that He has done through our online programs; increasingly, more people
are responding to our media campaigns. Please pray that God will give us strength and capacity to respond to all of these people and that He will continue to use us to introduce people to
Jesus and to disciple them.

•

Please pray for our Syrian team; they are currently looking for new team members. Pray that
God will give them wisdom as they hold interviews, bringing the bring people for this vital
ministry.

•

We are hoping to performe our “Reset Button” and “Greatest Story” plays in the new year.
Pray that children would be changed and blessed by these plays.

