2020 Winter Newsletter

“Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday,
today and forever”
Hebrews 13:8

Winter at
New Heights Ministry
It feels as if the whole world is different from the last time that we wrote, but in these
uncertain times, we have a God who is faithful and who is the same yesterday, today
and forever. So while some of the things we have done in this winter season at New
Heights have looked different to how we imagined they would look, we know that the
one whom we serve is the same, and He is still calling people to Himself in innovative
ways. We thank you for sharing with us, in the privilege of partnering with this faithful,
unchanging God.

Lebanon and Covid19
Since our last newsletter the political situation here in Lebanon has calmed (thank-you
for your prayers), however now, along with the rest of the world, Lebanon is dealing with
COVID19. Our whole team is now working from home but we are thankful for the online work
we have which makes such a venture possible.

Half Day of Prayer

The week before we began to work from home,
we had a half day of prayer. We worshipped
together and prayed for the many different
ministries that we are involved in. We also took

time to listen to God and encourage each other
in our different teams with bible verses. What a
privilege to have spent time worshipping together
in person before the quarantine began.

MADE CLEAN HIGHLIGHT
Since January (and before quarintine started), through our Made Clean program we have served
over 2500 children, over 350 families and we have completed almost 1500 loads of washing. Here
is one of our highlights from this time :
Once we were in one of the camps
sharing the story of the Good Samaritan. In the
middle of the story a 14-year-old girl began to
get really angry, she told us “people don’t help
each other and they don’t love each other.”
After the program two of our team members sat
and talked with her. She told them about
people she knows who don’t help each other

and the team members shared with her about the
love of God. She was really happy to hear what
they said, and she felt really loved. After that,
she started smiling again and helping others.
Praise God for the impact of his word in these
camps. Please pray that God would provide for
our friends in the camps at this incredibly difficult
time.

Retreat
At the beginning of March, the Made Clean
team also went on retreat together (before
social distancing came into effect!). Our
own social worker Tamara led sessions on
trauma and its effects, to better equip the team
to understand the children that we work with

and the experiences they and their family have
passed through. Now as we are working from
home the team is being able to build on this
foundation, as they take part in training
sessions on trauma and creative techniques for
communicating with children.

Digital Ministry
In this time where so many people are confined
to their houses, we have an unprecedented
opportunity to share the word of God with a
captive online audience. Here is the story of
one of the people we have reached in this
season: A man in Egypt from a Muslim
background started his conversation with us by
asking how he could become a Christian. We
had a long talk with him, after which he asked
for an online Bible. We sent him one and he
began to read the gospel of John, he told us
he was excited and afraid at the same time.

Later he asked us how to pray, and he told us
that he had assurance that God heard him. As he
continued to read the Bible and talk with us, he
came to a point where he sincerely accepted
Christ as his Saviour he said “I believe in Christ
and he is faithful to me” He asked us about
going to church and we advised him about good
churches to attend. He is now part of one of our
online discipleship groups and we’re praying for
his continued growth and that we can speak to
many more people like him!

Online Discipleship Groups
As our digital responders talked to people
online and saw more of them come to faith
from places where going to church would be
difficult, we discovered that there was a need
to provide more discipleship to them. Our
digital team formed Facebook groups for these
individuals who now know Jesus and want to
grow more. These groups provide places for

people to talk, ask questions and receive
teaching. This month we also ran five live
meetings over zoom and fifteen people have
attended over that time. We are encouraged
because these groups have included not just
individuals but whole families. Praise God for the
work that He is doing.

Online Sunday School
In this time where we are all unable to
physically attend church we decided that
we wanted to resource Arabic speaking
churches around us with an Online Sunday
School program. We are in the middle of

preparing the first episode, which will have an
animated bible story, songs, crafts and much
more. We are excited to join the worldwide
effort of being the church a little differently in this
interesting time.

PARTNER WITH US IN PRAYER!
•

Praise God that the team in Syria was able to recruit three new members, two girls, and
one guy. Please pray for this new team in Syria and our team in Iraq at this challenging
time. Please pray that amidst, security, quarantine and internet issues, God will provide
for them, protect them and give them wisdom and creativity.

•

Please pray for strength and wisdom for us as we deal with the Coronavirus situation.
Join us in praying for Lebanon; for the medical professionals here, and for those who are
ill, grieving, or struggling to live in this crisis.

•

In July we are aiming to launch a brand new Sunday School Curriculum as a resource for
Arabic speaking churches. Please pray for creative ideas, strength for the design team
and that this curriculum will bless the churches and children that it is made for.

•

So far we have 20 applicants for Cultivate (our Summer Internship program). This was
due to start on the 22nd of June. Please pray for wisdom for us in the midst of this uncertainty to know the best way forward with this program.

•

Praise God for the many seekers that we are talking to online. Pray that increasingly
more people would come across our adverts and facebook pages at this time, and that we
would have the wisdom, compassion and words of truth to respond to them.

