2020 Summer Newsletter

“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,
because the Lord has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners”
Isaiah 61:1

Summer at
New Heights Ministry
In these difficult days, that seem to be full of bad news, it is encouraging to remember
that the news of Jesus is good news; good news for the poor, the brokenhearted, the
captives and the prisoners, and good news for us. We have not been able to share this
good news in exactly the same ways we were able to before coronavirus, but God has
opened up new ways for us to share. We count it a privilege to be able to partner with
God in His work and are so grateful that you partner with us.

Lebanon and Covid-19
Coronavirus cases remain fairly low in Lebanon and Lebanon’s lockdown restrictions have
been easing gradually over the last month or so. Those of us who can work online, are
continuing to do so from home, with occasional in office meetings, whilst others of us, like
our Made Clean Team, have begun to work in person once again. Tensions in Lebanon
remain high (protests have started up again) and the economic situation continues to be
challenging. We would appreciate your ongoing prayers for these things.

MADE CLEAN HIGHLIGHT
For much of this quarter, the Made Clean Team
have been working online on improving the
program that we deliver in the camps. In the
last month, we have been able to return to
those camps with the new improved program,
and with the addition of corona prevention
tips. In that time we have run 22 sessions with
835 children, who were so happy to see us.
In one camp the children were so excited that
as soon as they saw us, all of them gathered
and sat in one line, in the spot that we usually
use for the program and started clapping to
welcome us.
The children are also

remembering stories and worship songs from
when we were there before lockdown two
months ago!
As we are currently restricted to the
number of camps we can visit we have also been
creating videos to send to the camps we cannot
visit. In these videos we use our puppets to
share corona prevention tips and the main
theme of each week’s program, such as: you are
special, we can trust God etc. The children are
enjoying these videos so much that some of
them were calling the number we sent the
videos from wanting to talk to the puppets!

Digital Ministry
In this last quarter 50,000 new people have contacted us across our different digital platforms and
we now have 163 active disciples from this region, talking with us and growing to know Jesus better
on a daily basis. We have also increased the number of our live discipleship meetings from three to
five. In this way, we are able to share the good news with people who live in environments where it
would be challenging to share in person, and this is an absolute privilege.
One of the people we have shared with is
Mariam*, a young Muslim girl from Egypt. She
contacted us asking for help, and seeking relief
from her troubles. Our online missionary spoke
to her about God and His love for her, but she
struggled to believe that He loved her. She
shared this message:
“Thank you, but how can I hold on to God? I’m
tired of this world and of people. Please help
me.”

She then asked the online missionary how
she could talk to Jesus, and so they prayed
together. In Mariam’s prayer, she said that she
gave Jesus her heart, and was really happy
because she could feel peace.
We invited her to join our weekly online discipleship meetings, and she did. After the meeting,
when asked how she felt, Mariam said:
“Truthfully, I felt like I was born again.”
*name changed

Online Sunday School
We have now produced and aired 12
episodes of our online Sunday School. As soon
as we put the program up online, we realized
how great the need for it was. Our first video
has 1,600 views on YouTube and at the time
of this newsletter we are surpassing 12,000

total views. We are also producing the program in
Egyptian as well as Levantine Arabic. Each week
we share a story from the Bible, in the form of a
cartoon based on The Bible App for Kids, songs,
object lessons, and crafts that go along with this
theme. Linabni Hayatahom Youtube

Here is just some of the feedback we have received from children’s workers in our region:
“Thank you very much for your wonderful service and the enjoyable educational lessons that you
have continued to send us . . . in order to help us in continuing our services during the difficult period
the country is going through”

“May the Lord bless you richly for all the hard work that you are doing to bring the gospel message
to every home in these hard times.”
“We in the Church use these episodes every week through the Church’s Facebook site and many
children are watching and enjoying the program”

iCultivate Internship
Whilst some things have returned to normal
in Lebanon, the airport isn’t planned to open
until the 1st of July. This, teamed with the
ban on large gatherings and the coronavirus
situation in the rest of the world, has meant that
we are unable to run our internship program in the
ordinary way.
We have therefore decided to run

iCultivate, an online virtual internship. This will
run from the 13th of July till the 20th of August,
and we are currently recruiting people with skills
in graphic design, social media and quantitative
analysis to join this internship. These interns will
work with our digital team, on our social media
campaigns and outreach, gaining valuable experience and partnering with us in this exciting work.

PARTNER WITH US IN PRAYER!
•

Please pray for strength and wisdom for us as we continue to deal with the Coronavirus
situation and the economic situation here in lebanon. Join us in praying for Lebanon; for
those in leadership and for those who are ill, grieving, or struggling to live in this crisis.

•

Thank you for your prayers for the new Sunday School Curriculum. Due to Covid-19 we
are going to postpone the launch of this curriculum, which is designed for face to face
Sunday school, so that we can focus on equipping the church to prepare online Sunday
School resources. Please pray for the Arab churches at this time as they adapt to doing
Sunday School in new ways.

•

Please pray for our partners and ministry in Jordan, Iraq, Egypt and Syria. Praise God
for the new links we are forming in Egypt and pray for more of these. Please pray for the
Syrian team, that God would grant them safety, protection and easy communication at
this time.

•

Please pray for iCultivate, that God will bring the right people to join us on this internship.
Please pray that those people may be blessed and that God may be glorified in the work
we produce together.

•

Praise God for the people like Mariam who we are talking to online. Please pray that
through our digital work, increasingly more people would come to know the God who
loves them and can give them new life.

