2021 Spring Newsletter

May the God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace as you trust in him, so
that you may overflow with hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13

Sharing Hope in Hard Times
Amidst COVID lockdowns and a worsening economic crisis here in Lebanon, we are
so grateful that we follow a God of hope. He has given us incredible opportunities to
partner with him to bring His unfailing hope to those around us. Thank you so much for
supporting us as we reach out in practical and spiritual ways to the people in our region.

Beyond the Box
Since the Beirut blast we delivered

1,250
Boxes

For

165

Medical kits

90

Food Parcels

250 children, in 165 families, affected by the blast.

The boxes we delivered contained much needed food supplies and medication, both of which have
been gratefully received by families suffering not just from the blast, but from the current economic
crisis.
The boxes also contained innovative activities
for the children to cut out and make, ranging from
Noah’s arks to Christmas trees, and we have been
sent many pictures of children happily making them.
However, our impact on these families goes far
beyond the boxes and the food inside. In our
monthly visits we have encouraged, listened to,
and shared with family after family. We have
provided trauma-healing sessions, given out Bibles
and had conversations about Jesus. We have also
connected these families to local churches, so that
ultimately the churches can follow up with them long
after we have moved on.

Stories From Our Families
One mother messaged us straight after the visit. She told us that before we arrived
she had been worried about what she would give her children for breakfast. There
had been nothing in the house to put in breakfast sandwiches, and when she
opened the box, she saw cheese and was very happy. She told us that she had
just been thinking about her need for food and God had provided!

Joyce*, is the children’s aunt in one of the families that we have visited.
During our first visits, we discovered that she was going through a tough time
emotionally, and really struggling to know that she had worth and value. One of our
team was able to share their personal testimony with her, and explain how much
Jesus loves us. They were also able to pray with her for healing, and Joyce was
really touched. We followed up with Joyce, who has since attended church
services with our teammate and has even begun to share about Jesus with
other people. We are continuing to disciple her and pray that Jesus will work in
her and her family’s lives.

Made Clean
In January we began our camp visits, washing laundry and running programs for children in 12 new
Syrian refugee camps located in the Bekaa Valley, East of Lebanon. COVID restrictions then put
these programs on hold for around a month, but those restrictions have now been lifted and we are
back into the swing of these visits.
Since January 2021 we have

Ran

45

Programs

Inside

12

Camps

Reached

721

Children

Completed

350

Loads of Laundry

As we run our programs with the children, we often see a change in them as we teach them about
the love of God and His presence with us. Here is just one of many stories that illustrates some of
the changes we have seen:

During our first session in the camps we show a film
called “Not Alone” which is the story of two Syrian
children in a refugee camp. The film explores the theme
of loneliness, and presents the idea that God is with us.
While we were watching this in one camp, a boy,
Hassan*, began to cry. After the program we went and sat with him and asked why he had been
crying. He told us that he felt alone, and as if he didn’t have any friends. He felt like nobody
loved him. We told him “We’re your friends now and so are the other children in this camp.” Those
words cheered him up and over our next weeks in the camp we saw a change in Hassan.
When we arrived at the camp he was the first person we found waiting for us each time. He
listened intently to the stories we told and seemed to be learning and applying their messages. He
became more sociable with his friends, playing with them more and getting on with them
better. One day, his mother spoke to us about how much her son had changed. We explained to
her that God loves us, is with us and helps us, and that it was He who had helped her son.

Digital Ministry
Digital Statistics for this quarter

5Million

People Reached

82

Online Discipleship
Meetings

49,096

New Contacts

50

646

Average New
Contacts per day

New Meeting
Attendees

We continue to see large numbers of people from the Arab world, some in very hard to reach
places, responding to our posts about God on Social Media. Our team is then able to talk to these
seekers, and lead them through a discipleship program. Some seekers then go on to join our online
discipleship groups, like Rashid* whose story you can read below:

Rashid* is Algerian and from a Muslim background.
Rashid told us that he tried hard to get to know the God
of Islam. However, in his own words: “when I was
praying in Islam, I didn’t feel anything. It was like I
was making the moves and speaking the required
words, without feeling the presence of God.” Rashid
began to doubt Islam, he even began to doubt the
existence of God.
One night after he had been arguing with his parents, who were upset that he had not been
praying, Rashid wept in his room. He was depressed and felt as if God had abandoned him. As he
was browsing facebook, Rashid saw one of our posts, he clicked on it and began to talk to one of
our team members, who asked him if he knew Jesus. He told us: “when I read the first message
I felt that something was knocking on the door of my heart asking to enter!” Rashid began
to attend our online zoom meetings and, at one of these, as a team member prayed for him, this is
what he felt, in his own words:
I felt in my heart His presence, I felt the peace I had always searched for, all the
negative thoughts vanished, I felt pure love towards everyone who surrounded me.
All I cared about was my faith in Jesus Christ, my savior and Lord and how I can
maintain this faith.
Rashid is now continuing his discipleship journey. He is reading the bible enthusiastically, and
wants to be baptised.

360° Bible Club

This month we launched a new online program for children and churches in the Arab world.
Following the success of the online Sunday School last year, we decided to create an online
Bible Club in the format of a 360° video. Using a specialized camera, we can film a video that
children can interact with. As children pan and move their devices, they can see all sides of
the room that we are in. We have released our pilot episode and are now in the process of filming
a 12-episode series, which we will send out to the families we visited with Beyond the Box, and to
our church partners throughout the region. One of the children who received the video told a team
member:
I liked the video so so so so much. All of the videos you make are great . . . Please make
a lot of episodes for me to watch

You can check out the videos here on our YouTube channel
* Name have been changed

This Month Please Pray for:
•

All those people like Rashid who are experiencing God in a new way through our digital
programs. Pray for strength and encouragement for them. Pray more people will come to
know Jesus as they have.

•

Creativity, wisdom and energy for our Beyond the Box and Made Clean teams, so that
they may have hope and life-giving conversations with children and families.

•

Our partners in Jordan, Iraq, Syria and Egypt. Please pray for safe shipping of books, for
good printing and distribution, for new partnerships in these places, and for safe tours of
schools and churches.

•

Lebanon; for a resolution to the financial crisis and for God’s comfort, provision and
strength for all those affected by it.

•

COVID-19 and lockdown; pray that this crisis too may end soon, and that God would give
us wisdom as we work in the midst of restrictions.

