2021 YEAR IN REVIEW

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not
return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and
flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the
eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
( Isaiah 55:10-11 )

2021 Has Been a Year like
No Other in Lebanon
With economic collapse, hyper-inflation and severe fuel shortages,
it is not an exaggeration to say that crisis has followed crisis this year.
However, in the midst of these difficult times, we are witnessing God
do things through us that previously we had not even dreamed
were possible.

Our Vision at New Height Is
To engage people with God’s word by empowering
partners with innovative programs.
As we have engaged people this year, we have seen repeated
examples of God’s word accomplishing the purpose for which He
sent it. Thank you so much for partnering with us in this vision, what
we do would not be possible without you.

Engaging Families in Beirut and Beyond

Our Beyond the Box program has run throughout this year and we
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One of our joys in this program is seeing families that we met through visits,
begin to attend local churches and get involved in services and Bible studies.

One of these families attended
a church conference and
when the mother was asked
what she would take away with
her from the conference, she
replied: “Jesus, I am taking
Jesus with me, Jesus is for me,
He is standing with me, He will
not leave me.”

Another lady with whom
we did a Bible study told us,
“I’ve been searching for
Jesus for a long time, I’m so
happy to have finally found
people who can tell me
about Him.”

To be able to go into people’s houses, share the word of God with them
and then connect them to churches is incredible.

Engaging Refugee Families
Our Made Clean project has expanded this year. In May, as well as working with
families and camps in the Beqaa, we began to work with camps in Damour.
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This year our Made Clean Program felt even more vital. For at least half of this year, schools
were running online throughout Lebanon, which made it harder than ever before for
refugee children to access education. We therefore invested time and energy into increasing the educational elements of our program and adding a graduation ceremony. Children
now leave our program with better knowledge and skills in both literacy and numeracy.
Watching the pride in the parents’ eyes, as they see their children be awarded certificates
for their participation in the program, has been one of our joys this year. We have witnessed
time and again how engaging with our team and with the word of God brings change in the
lives of these children.

Hassan is one of those children whose life has been changed:
During our first lesson in a camp, Hassan was upset during the program.
Afterwards he told us that he felt alone, and as if he didn’t have any friends.
He felt like nobody loved him. We told him “We’re your friends now and
so are the other children in this camp.” Those words cheered him up and
over the following weeks in the camp we saw a change in Hassan. He
listened intently to the stories we told and seemed to be learning and
applying their messages. He became more sociable with his friends,
playing with them more and getting on with them better. One day,
his mother spoke to us about how much her son had changed. We
explained to her that God loves us, is with us and helps us, and that it was
He who had helped her son.

Equipping Young People to
Engage Others
As well as engaging people with
God’s word, we love to equip
other people to do the same. Over
the Summer we ran our i-cultivate
internship online for the second
time. Six people attended from
Syria, Jordan, and Lebanon and
learned a variety of digital skills
that will help them to reach out to
people online across the region.

One of our interns said:
“I’m very thankful for the internship and that I got
to meet all of you. I am just beginning to learn
and to serve in this kind of ministry, so this internship and what you taught us was very beneficial
for me. I’m also thankful because the internship
had a very good spiritual impact on my life as
well. Thank you for sharing everything with us.”

Engaging Children in Syria
Summer camps
This Summer our New Heights team in Syria ran camps for 1000 children in Homs. The children
were from different religious backgrounds, and our team ran programs with them throughout
the year. Over the Summer, the team organized a special four-day program for these children.
It included Bible teaching about the stories of Naaman, who was Syrian himself, and Daniel,
along with games and other activities. The children had a great time while simultaneously
benefiting from the program. Praise God for the work this team is able to do in Syria

Engaging the Arab World Online
The internet is an incredible tool for engaging those in
difficult to reach countries with the word of God.
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Over the last few years we have seen more and more people who are interested in
knowing Jesus better. We have therefore developed online meetings, at which those
people can gather with like-minded people and hear more, especially if this is not possible in
person in their contexts. One of our highlights this year came in September when we
began to live stream meetings, which are times of worship, prayer, and teaching. People
can send in prayer requests, which we pray for during the meeting and we have had people
comment, as we meet, about the answers to prayer God has given them.
Majd, a Morrocan man from a Muslim background, is one of the people who has been
attending our online meetings. He was looking for peace and for people who would love
and accept him and at his first meeting was surprised by the warm welcome he received
from other group members. As he continued to attend, he wanted to know more about the
source of this love. He asked us how he could get hold of a Bible and as soon as we told him,
he rushed out to get one. He got married and began to bring his wife to the meetings. She
was so affected by what she heard that she cried and asked us to teach her how to pray so
that Jesus would accept her and love her. She became a believer that day.

Engaging Through Book Distribution
One of the key ways we engage children and young people with the
word of God is through distributing innovative and creative books.
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It is a delight to be able to put the words of God
into so many children’s hands. Pray with us that
His words will change the lives of these children
and their families.

Equipping the Arab Church to Engage Children
There are a plethora of resources for Sunday School teachers and children’s workers in English online. However, the same is not true for Arabic resources, and so over the years we
have produced many Sunday School curriculums in Arabic to equip churches to serve
their children. These are always packed full of games, crafts, stories and teaching about
God. They are all present on our Linabnihyatahom website for Sunday school teachers and
church leaders to download and use for free. We have been investing time and energy
this year into updating this website and making it easy to use. Our hope is that even more
people will be able to use this resource to innovatively engage the children around them
with God’s word.

All of these programs have given us unprecedented opportunities to engage people
with God’s word. We are grateful for your support that has made this possible. We
are looking forward to a new year of innovative programs and partnerships and to
continuing to engage the people of the Arab World with God’s word.

