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Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or
nakedness or danger or sword? . . . No, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us
Romans 8: 35 & 37

Nothing Can Separate Us
In the last few months in Lebanon the fuel crisis has thankfully eased a little and we
have found ways of working through it. The Lebanese currency however continues to decrease in value and the UN estimates that “78% of the Lebanese live below
the poverty line – some three million people – with 36% of the population living in
extreme poverty.”* Truly, troubles can not separate us from the love of Christ, and more
than this, God is revealing more of His love to people in the midst of everything that is
going on here. We are seeing people being connected to churches, coming to faith and
gaining hope through the programs we are running. We are grateful to you for supporting
us, as we serve people and declare God’s love to them, in the midst of challenges.

Beyond the Box
One of the ways in which we stand with families through the challenging
economic situation, is through our Beyond the Box program. This has
continued throughout the fall season and, in the month of December, we
distributed Christmas boxes and Bibles to our families.

In the last three Months we
Distributed
1,000 Boxes

Served

250 Kids

Across

168 Families

In December we distributed
168

Medical Kits

68

Bibles

130

Gifts

The Christmas season gave us unprecedented opportunities to share with
the families about Jesus. Some people were in tears because they were so
affected by what we shared and there are families eager to attend church
as a direct result of these visits.

A Desire to Learn More About Jesus
There is a girl we visit called Sylvie. Her parents are divorced, and she lives with her
Mother. Her cousin, Jad, also lives with them because sadly both his parents have passed
away. We shared the Christmas story with this family and Sylvie’s mother was surprised at
her lack of knowledge on the subject. She said to us, “You’ve visited us four times and
the things you’ve taught us are so great. Isn’t there some way this can continue? Is
there no place the children can go to learn more about Jesus?” So we invited Sylvie
and Jad to a youth group at a local church. Sylvie’s Mother was so pleased she told us
that of course she wanted them to attend, so that they could learn more about Jesus and
meet other young people. We also told her that if she wants to grow in her relationship with
Jesus, she can attend a meeting at the church too, and she really liked that idea. Please
pray for this family that they would join the meetings at the church and come to
know Jesus more deeply.

(Names have been changed)

Made Clean

We continued to visit camps in both Damour and Beqaa this season.

We Completed

143 Programs

692 Laundry Sets

18

57 Families

Across
For

Camps between
Beqaa & Damour

For

294 Children
Parents often tell us how grateful they are that we
are there. One lady told us that she is so happy that
we are teaching her children because she was deprived of an education and she doesn’t want that for
her children. She is delighted because she can see
how much the children have already changed for
the better in their time with us. We also often get to witness change, both in
children’s skill level and in their behaviour. Recently a boy who had not
written before, wrote for the first time in one of our sessions, and we
repeatedly see instances of children being able to forgive one another as a result
of our teaching on love and forgiveness. Here is an example of one camp where our
program is making a difference:

What You’re Doing is So Beautiful
In one camp we visited, the parents were so happy to see us that
they left work to come and watch our program from beginning
to end. They listened to the program and helped us with the
children. At the end they were so encouraging about what we
were doing that they said “What you’re doing is so beautiful,
you’re coming and running games for the children at a time
where we don’t have electricity, so there’s no television, you’re coming and
educating them, in the time when there is no school for them to attend, and your
coming and teaching them love and forgiveness, at a time when in the camps there
are problems between people.” The parents were so happy, they invited us to come and
share with them whenever we can and the children participated very well in the program.
The children told us that before we came they felt alone but when we came they saw
how much we loved them and looked after them and felt better.

Digital Ministry
Since the beginning of October:

60,000

New People in
Contact with Our
Online Missionaries

288

People Attended
Online Discipleship
Meetings

26

People
Confessed
Their Faith
in Jesus

86

People Connected
with believers or
churches in their
area

We have really seen a growing desire to get to know Jesus among our online contacts. It is such a
privilege to see people accepting Jesus and to be able to disciple them as their faith grows. We are
now running ten online discipleship meetings a week with people attending from over 41
countries, and once a month we run a larger live streamed event for people from the different
groups. During these meetings, people can interact with us and send in prayer requests, and in our
last meeting people were sharing with us answers to prayers that they had seen.
Below is the story of just one of the people who has confessed faith in Jesus during this
time.

Surprised by Faith
Feras started talking to us with the sole goal of moving to a safer country, he never thought
that one day he would be interested in knowing about another religion, let alone coming to
believe in it. However, after a long conversation with us, over the course of many messages in which he received the full message of salvation, he wanted to connect with us more.
So we invited him to our Online Meetings, and after attending, he was surprised. He found
himself telling us everything that hurt him and all about the pain and injustice he went through.
We became really good friends with Ferras, and with each day that he attended the meetings,
his love for Jesus increased. Eventually he declared his faith in Jesus. He told us that he
no longer cares whether he leaves the country or stays, his main goal is to please God.
Feras is currently trying to find a church to join and he wants to get baptized. In the
meantime he is continuing to attend our meetings and is delighted to have Christ’s presence in his life. Despite persecution and his challenging circumstances, he tells us that he
feels happy and at peace.
(Names have been changed)

Book Distribution

We really believe that in the midst of the difficult circumstances here in Lebanon, the word of God
can be our source of hope and peace. Part of the way in which we engage children with God’s word
is through book distribution. We have a number of innovative and creative books that tell the story
of God through pictures and words. In the last months, and with the help of our partners in
churches and schools, we have distributed over 140,000 of those books to children around
Lebanon.
We also carry out book distribution in other countries across the Arab world. We have been
particularly encouraged recently by the new partnerships we have developed with churches in
Egypt, which have enabled us to distribute many books to children across the country.
It is a delight to be able to put the words of God into so many children’s hands. Pray with us that
His words will change the lives of these children and their families.

Christmas in Syria
This month, despite the difficult situation, our Syrian team
was able to run a Christmas program for children in churches
throughout Syria. They sang Christmas songs, performed a
Christmas play and distributed presents to the children. The
children loved the program and we praise God that, despite
everything happening in Syria right now, our team can still
help children celebrate the joy of Christ’s coming during Christmas.

This Month
Praise God For:
•

His continued love and provision for us and for those we serve during this challenging
time in Lebanon.

•
•
•

The opportunities we had to share the good news of Jesus with Beyond the Box families.
The way in which God is using our digital work to draw people like Ferras to Himself.
The many children across the Arab world who will have God’s word in their hands this
Christmas.

Please Pray:
•
•

For strength and protection for our teams as they serve in some challenging circumstances.

•

That God would continue to give us opportunities to speak to people about Jesus, online
and in our visits.

•

For wisdom for our partners in Jordan, Iraq, and Syria, as they look to recruit new staff.

That God would bring children and families to know him through the books we distribute.

