2022 Summer Newsletter
And whatever you do, whether in word
or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.
Colossians 3: 17

Giving Thanks
This period is a busy and exciting one for New Heights. In the last three months, we have
launched the Mobile Counseling Unit, the Beyond the Box project in Syria, and Summer
Clubs for the children from the Lebanese Beyond the Box program. We thank God for these
amazing opportunities and pray that we will be strengthened to do all we do in the name of
Jesus and for His glory.

Mobile Counseling Unit
The Mobile Counseling Unit is up and running! We currently have
two counselors working with us, running counseling sessions for
both the Beyond the Box and Made Clean families. We have developed good relationships with families from both projects and
are able to invite people we think may need the service to make
appointments. We then take our big blue RV and set it up in a
spot near where the families live and see them there. There is
a significant need for this project; on hearing about it, one
of the mothers said: “Wow, this is really great. I need this,
and my son does too.” There is still a taboo around mental health issues in some communities,
so making this kind of support easily and discreetly available to people in their own neighborhood
is essential. All of the children who have had sessions and their parents have been very grateful.

Beyond the Box

This has been an exciting period for Beyond the Box as we finished training the team in Syria and
they have started their own Beyond the Box program!
Syria

96
100
Families Boxes distributed

Lebanon

188
420
Families Boxes distributed

Beyond the Box Syria

In Syria, the team is visiting almost 100 families in this cycle inside and around Damascus. They are
delivering boxes complete with food items and booklets and spending time with the families. Praise
God for the exciting opportunities He is opening for our team here, and pray for the team to be
encouraged and strengthened as they serve.

Beyond the Box Lebanon

In Lebanon, we are in the process of visiting our current cycle
of families for the last time. We have created a new box for this
purpose, from which the children can make a story wheel that
tells the overarching story of the Bible. We are also gifting the
children with Bibles and inviting them to our Summer clubs,
all with the hope that this, though the end of our visits, will be
just the start of their relationship with Jesus and connection
to a church.

One of the families we visited for the last time was the family of
Hadi and Christel. We have been visiting them for five months
and now know them well. Hadi is also one of the first children
to benefit from the Mobile Counseling Unit. His life has been
greatly impacted by his parents’ divorce and he did not talk to
us at all when we first met him. However, after counseling we
were surprised and pleased when Hadi sent us a video of himself performing the puppet play from one of our booklets. On
our last visit, we were able to reflect on Hadi’s amazing progress and guide the family in continuing to help him.

Summer Clubs
It has been a dream of ours for some time to run clubs for the
children from the Beyond the Box project, so that we and the
churches can connect with them on a deeper level. After almost
two years of COVID preventing this plan, this Summer, alongside
our partner churches, we are able to fulfill this dream. We will be
running holiday clubs in churches with many of the children we
have met through our Beyond the Box visits. We started these
clubs last week and are running programs full of crafts, games,
Bible stories and sketches. Our aim is to teach the children about how Jesus is with us and helps us in
tough times. Please pray that we would be able to bring joy and hope to these children and connect
many of them with churches.

Made Clean
In the last three months we completed:

of
Laundry
88Programs & 359 Loads

68 Children
From 27 Families
For

As we work in the refugee camps, our aim is to
bring something of the love of God to the families
there. Our desire is always to leave them loving
God and their neighbor a little bit more. During
one of the weeks, our teaching is very much
focused on forgiveness and without fail this
teaching personally impacts the children and even
the adults we are working with.

Forgiveness in Practice
On one day that we gave this lesson about forgiveness we discovered, that there was a
disagreement between two families at the camp we were visiting. As a result of this conflict
the families were refusing to talk to each other. One of our team members discussed this
matter with the two parties, encouraging them to choose love and forgiveness like Esau and
Jacob did. With help from our team member the two clashing families were reconciled; they
told us that they are willing to let go of grudges and bitterness. Moreover, they expressed how
grateful they are for us and the way that we educate and entertain their children.
In another camp there was a child who did not want his friend to enter his tent due to an
argument that took place between them two days prior. We were able to remind them of the
lesson that was just taught. We explained that friends should always be willing to forgive and
extend love to each other. Disagreements will always exist, and friends will always fail each
other, but they should always desire to work things out. The children then apologized to each
other, and they went into the tent to play.

Digital Ministry
Since the beginning of April there have been:
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One of the great joys of our online ministry is witnessing people come to know Christ and get
baptized. This month in the office we have installed a bell that we ring every time we hear that
someone from any one of our programs, digital or otherwise, has decided to follow Jesus. When we
ring it we gather and pray for that person or people. It is a privilege to be part of making disciples in
hard-to-reach areas of the world.
One of the people who was baptized as a result of our online programs is Ammar*. Ammar is from
Syria, and has lived through violence and war. By the time we met him, he had left Syria and was
living in Turkey. Ammar watched the Passion of the Christ, and it affected him deeply. He began
to look for more information about Jesus, and by chance, he came across one of our adverts. It
talked about how Jesus died for us on the cross. He clicked on the link to find out why Jesus would
do that for us and thus started his year-long online conversation with us. Ammar studied the Bible
with us, completed our discipleship course, and eventually decided to believe in Jesus for himself.
He regularly attended online discipleship meetings with us and told us that he wanted to find someone in Turkey who would baptize him. We prayed with him for this, and God answered our prayers.
Ammar met a pastor of a house church where he lived who agreed to baptize him, and so, to our

delight, he was baptized in April this year. His newfound faith is not always easy; his parents and
siblings have rejected him because of it. However, Amar is now going to church every week, serving
with them and telling everyone about becoming a Christian. He said to us that Jesus changed his
life, he had been living in fear, but God has filled his heart with peace. Even now, in the situation with
his family, he feels he is able to love and forgive them because of the love he has found in Jesus.
							

Jordan Trip

*Names have been changed for security purposes

Two of our team members have just returned from Jordan where they helped our partners at the
Bible Society rehearse “The Greatest Story” play. Eight volunteers learned the play, which tells the
story of the Bible in 40 minutes. With wigs, toy sheep, and many character changes, the actors tell
the overarching story of the Bible from creation to Christ. The two teams will be performing the play
to many children at their camps over the Summer. Please pray that these children will discover
something of the love of Jesus for them over this time.

This Month
Praise God For:
•
•
•
•

The opportunity to run Summer Clubs with children from the Beyond the Box program.
People like Ammar who have been batized as a result of our digital ministry.
The launch of our Mobile Counseling Unit and of Beyond the Box Syria.
The change we are witnessing in the lives of families and children in the Made Clean
program.

Please Pray For:
•
•

Our team in Syria as they run the Beyond the Box Program.

•

The Mobile Counseling Unit - That more children and families would have the courage
to accept help and counseling, and that they would be one step closer to emotional and
spiritual healing.

The Summer clubs - That children would be blessed and experience Jesus in a new way,
and that strong connections would be built between them and the Churches.

