Fall 2022 Update
Whoever claims to live in him
must live as Jesus did.
1 John 2:6

“Following the Example of Christ”
As Christ came not to be served but to serve, we strive to be like Him in this regard. Not only do we
desire to teach our communities about the person and teachings of Jesus, but we also aim to accurately portray Him in our ministry work. This period has been a wonderful testimony of what God
can accomplish with servants who are willing to be the hands and feet of Jesus wherever God has
placed them. We thank God for blessing our work during this period and giving us the privilege of
being His representatives in our community.

Beyond the Box
Lebanon
In September we started a new cycle with

174 New Kids

16 Churches
It has always been our aim that this program would
connect people with churches. We have slowly and
steadily, therefore, been delegating distribution to the
churches. We now have church partners all across
Lebanon and as of this month, they are distributing
all of the boxes directly to their contacts. This means
that they can follow up with people and link them
directly to their church. We are still very much involved in
preparing and packing the boxes and providing support
to our church partners, and we will continue to do so.

We ran week-long vacation bible study camps with our
partner churches for children from the Beyond the Box
program over the summer. We sang songs, played
games, and told Bible stories. Some of the children
who came attended church regularly; some had never
been inside a church before. Some were Lebanese,
some Syrian refugees. All of them had fun and got to
hear about a God who loves them and is with them in
difficult times. We were also able to connect them with
local churches.

A Family at Church Together

We recently heard from one of our partner churches that a family has started attending
their church’s events as a direct result of one of these holiday clubs. A brother and two
sister that we invited to the holiday club attended and enjoyed themselves so much that
afterward, they began to participate in other kids' clubs the church ran. Then, their father
began going along to the church's Thursday Bible study and last weekend he and
the children attended the church conference. While there, the father enjoyed what he
heard so much that he rang his wife telling her that she had to come. She joined him that
day at the meeting, so the whole family was in church.

Syria
The program in Syria is having a significant effect on the families the team is visiting. The team is
visiting many families with a great need for this program and are so grateful for what we provide.
Many of the children we have met through this program have also started to attend Sunday School
at a partner church.

Caring for People

We are visiting one family whose house is in a
horrible condition. We felt they were embarrassed to
even let us see it. There was no electricity in the home,
and no lights, so we met by phone flashlight. The
family has three children, two girls and a small boy.
After we gave them the boxes and told them the story,
the children were amazed. It seemed as if they were
just happy that someone had remembered them, and was showing them love. The little
boy chatted to us happily, but the girls were a little shy on the first visit. However, when
we visited the second time, all of the children were so excited to see us that their mother
told us that they woke up at 4 am to wait for us! The girls were no longer shy with us;
they told us the whole story of Noah and all about the activities they had completed. The
whole family was so pleased with our visit and the parents were so grateful that we were
there taking an interest in and caring for them.

Made Clean

In the last three months we visited

15

Different
Camps

We completed

91

Programs

7 Bekaa
8 Damour

93

with

202 Kids

for

103 Times

Rounds of
Laundry

We have now extended our Made Clean curriculum so that we can spend more time in each camp.
Until now, we have worked in each camp for four
months before running a graduation ceremony and
moving on to another place. As we have added to the
educational part of our program and built increasingly deep relationships with the families, we have
felt the need for our program to be longer. The new
curriculum that we are piloting sees us working with
each camp for a year. In this time, we hope we can
give the children a strong educational and spiritual
foundation. We are already witnessing the positive
change our program is bringing to the camps and it is wonderful
to be able to spend more time with these children and families.

Effective Encouragement
The children in the camps we visit often don’t have
many adults in their lives who encourage them. Many
are not in school, and many have parents who work
much of the time just to put food on the table. We see
part of our roles in the camps as being adults who
can spend time with them, invest in them, and encourage them. There is a child in a camp we visit, Ali, who
has challenging behavior. One day, the first thing he said to our team member was, “I
don’t like you”. When it was time for a child to be chosen to put the star on the star
chart for the team, that leader intentionally chose Ali and said: “Ali’s going to put this
star on the chart because he’s clever and well behaved.” This made Ali determined to
live up to how the teacher had described him. From that minute on, he began to behave
really well in the lesson, and at the end of the class, he found that leader and hugged her. It is
always exciting when we see how the positive attention that we give a child changes their
behavior, and we pray that our programs will have a long-lasting impact on children like Ali.

Mobile Counseling Unit
The Mobile Counseling Unit is out and about in our communities three days a week, serving
families from both the Beyond the Box and Made Clean projects. Recently one of our partner
churches heard about the mobile counseling unit and requested it for their area straight away.
Their area was badly affected by the Beirut explosion and many of the residents there are living
below the poverty line. The church saw a deep need for this service and were able to point our
team to the children they thought most needed our help. The counselors started off just working
with children, but now some of the mothers are requesting sessions too so that they can better
support their children through difficult situations.

Our trained counselor talks to the children (or mothers) inside the
van while we chat with the parents and entertain any children who
are waiting for their turn outside. As our team has good relationships
with these children (from the children’s time spent in our programs)
they play a vital role in encouraging and reassuring the children about
the counselling experience. For example one girl, Miriam, was wary
before her first session and wanted her mother to come in with her.
However after experiencing the first counseling session and spending
time with our team members she was enthusiastic about her second session. As soon as
she arrived for this session she hugged our team member and told her that this time she
wanted to go in for counseling all on her own. She was also excited to come out and play
games with our team when she was finished with her session. This unit is making a real
difference in the lives of the children like Miriam.

Digital Ministry

Since the beginning of July there have been:
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One of these people, Amir, accessed our page earlier this month requesting to immigrate
to another country as he and his family were struggling financially. He stated, "I know
nothing about Jesus Christ, but I consider him a great prophet. If he can help
me through you, that would be good, but I worship one God." Despite messaging
initially for practical help, from the start, Amir was very responsive to our spiritual
messages and eagerly awaited our online meetings. After long talks and asking deep
questions, he began to read the Bible.
One day, the online missionary was surprised when they read the following message:
"Thank you... I am ready to receive the Lord as my savior, and I vow to read daily in
the Bible. I pray that he enters my life with peace and directs every aspect of it….”
We continued with him until he received the message of salvation. He also shared the
following text message with the missionary: "Thank you very much! Indeed, I did not fully
understand before the story of Christ. I now know that Christ is the Spirit of God…."
Amir continues to attend meetings with us and is very happy to be discipled by us and
glorify the Lord in his community.

New Programs
The new school year has brought with it many new
projects for us. Among them is the relaunch of the
New Heights Drama team. Covid 19 and the situation
in the country have prevented our work in schools for
almost 3 years, but now the schools are open again.
In the last month we have been rehearsing with our
brand new drama team for a program about God’s love
that we will take in to schools. Full of clowning, puppet
performances, sketches, and songs this program will
be performed in schools around Lebanon.
We are also preparing to pilot two exciting new
programs. One that aims to empower girls at risk of
early marriage and of leaving shool early. The other
that aims to teach children about difficult emotions and
give them tools to deal with them.

This Month
Praise God For
•
•
•
•
•

All the children who were engaged in our programs.
All the families who were willing to welcome the Beyond the Box program into their homes.
All the people who have professed faith and are attending the online meetings.
Relaunching our drama team.
The opportunity to partner and work on new programs.

Please Pray That
•
•
•
•
•

The seed of faith that has been planted in the hearts of many children will grow.
God will give our team members wisdom in dealing with people of different age groups,
religions, social classes, and backgrounds.
God would preserve those who made a profession of faith so that they will stand strong in
trials, temptations, and even persecution.
Our new team members would feel at home with us and serve God faithfully with all their gifts.
Our new programs would be successful and bless the people they are intended to serve.

